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SECTION 1 - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
  
The 2012 float season was fairly typical, both in terms of visitor use as well as river flows.  A 
total of 4,714 floaters ranked 2012 as the 5th highest year in terms of total use.  Visitor use 
during the early season months of April – May was average to below average, while June 
experienced the 2nd highest use on record with 2,185 floaters.  An abrupt drop in river flows 
by the 3rd week in July ended the month with just under 900 floaters, the lowest number since 
2007.  The river peaked on June 06 with a mean daily flow 1,250 cfs.  The lowest mean daily 
flow was recorded on August 08 at 62 cfs.               
 
A record number 6,156 private launch applications were received for the 2012 float season, a 
9.3% increase from the 5,633 applications received in 2011.  This was also the first time the 
number of applicants exceeded 6,000.  A total of 567 private groups floated the Smith River, 
involving 3,962 individual floaters, compared to the 20-year average of private use of 539 
groups, with 3,346 people.  Private permitted floats accounted for 84% of total floaters and 
86% of total groups.    
 
The 8 authorized commercial outfitting companies conducted a total of 43 trips involving 504 
floaters (including both clients and guides), as compared to the 20-year average of outfitted 
use of 48 groups per year with 558 people.  Outfitted floats accounted for 11% of total 
floaters and 7% of total groups.      
 
The qualitative social indicator which measures satisfaction levels related to “encounters with 
other boats while floating the river” is the basis for assessing floater satisfaction with the 
overall level of solitude on the Smith River.  94% of the floaters fell into the range of “Neutral 
to Liked Very Much.”  The threshold at which responses begin to near the “Neutral to 
Disliked” range began when floaters encountered between 3 and 5 boats per hour.  However, 
the average responses scored between 3.18 and 3.21 (Neutral to Liked Somewhat) when 
encountering with 3 to 5 boats per hour.  These results are a strong indication of high floater 
satisfaction with the overall level of solitude.   
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SECTION 2 - MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 

  
Staffing  

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks R-4 and USFS employees involved with the 2012 Smith River 
State Park & River Corridor program included:  

• Colin Maas – Smith River Manager 

• Matt Marcinek – Region 4 Parks Manager    
• Alex Sholes – FWP River Ranger  
• Nate Kluz – FWP River Ranger 
• Josh Stoudt – FWP Park Warden 
• Don Mendenhal – USFS River Ranger 
• Carla Corbally – Smith River Reservation Clerk 
• Dona Sonnemaker – Smith River Reservation Clerk 

 
Numerous other FWP employees from the R-4 and Helena Headquarters office, as well as individuals 
from the Lewis and Clark and Helena National Forests, played a role in a team effort to make the 
Smith River State Park & River Corridor program work successfully.   

 
Fee Revenue  
  
The following floater fees (year-round) were approved for the 2012 season through the 
November 2010 Smith River State Park Biennial Rule:  
  

 Permit application fee (residents and non-residents, non-refundable) = $10.00  

 Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+, Outfitter Staff = $25.00  

 Non-Montana Resident Floaters Age 13+ = $60.00  

 Children Ages 6-12 (Resident or Non-resident) = $15.00  

 Landowner Non-Immediate Family = $7.50  

 Outfitted Client Floater = $100.00  

 Outfitted Launch Fee = $200.00 

 Outfitted Transfer Fee = $250.00  

 
Total “floater fee” revenue collected in 2012 was $164,052.50.  Floater fee revenues 
increased by $23,410 as compared to 2011 revenues.  

GRAPH 1:  FLOATER FEES COLLECTED IN 2012 
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Total “other fee” revenue collected in 2012 was $81,054.  Other fee revenues increased by 
$8,722 as compared to 2011 revenues.  

GRAPH 2:  OTHER FEES COLLECTED IN 2012 
 
 

Corridor Enhancement Account (CEA)  
  
During the 2012 season, approximately $38,292 was added to the CEA account.  This 
amount includes $14,865 in revenue from the sale of Super Permit chances, in addition to 
approximately $23,427 which includes $50 of outfitter client fees and 5% of all other float 
fees.   NOTE:  These dollar and percent transfers are not reflected in Graphs 1 or 2.  As of 
February 04, 2013, the balance of the CEA was $445,552.        
 
Special Projects Completed  
  
The following special projects were accomplished in 2012: 
 
 Camp Baker  
 

 Access road into Camp Baker was re-graded, re-shaped and re-filled with 
gravel.  A gravel apron was placed and packed at the entrance to the parking 
area.   

 Painted the interior walls and floor as well as the doors of both vault toilets.   
 Applied a clear concrete sealer to the exterior walls and roof of both vault 

toilets.   
 Installed a blanket wrap around the water heater in the ranger house. 
 Removed outdated “Illegal Outfitting” signs.  May replace them with updated 

version in the future. 
 Repaired sewer line that had been damaged by fiber optic contractor.      
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Eden Bridge 
 

 Installed animal resistant aluminum recycling containers. 
 Installed display board for Smith River t-shirt sales.   
 Installed portable, above-ground 450 gallon water tank at host site.      

 
River Corridor 
 
 31 pit latrines were dug.  227 pit latrines have been dug in past 7 years.  Seven 

year average is 32 pit latrines dug per year. 
 Smith River Habitat Project (SRHP) members, in cooperation with personnel from 

the Whitehall Project, made approximately 200 releases of 300,000 flea beetles 
(Leafy Spurge beetles) between Bear Gulch boat camp and Eden Bridge. 

 Smith River Habitat Project (SRHP) members performed 6
th
 annual fall weed spray 

within boat camps and private land.  45.5 acres were sprayed between Cow 
Coulee and Paradise Bend Boat Camps.   

 
         

                               
 

 
Administrative and Management Actions 
 
 The new Region 4 Park Warden position was filled by Josh Stoudt.  Stoudt 

successfully completed MLEA Basic 146 and FTEP field training.  Stoudt will 
function as the Park Warden River Ranger in future years during the Smith River 
State Park float season.       

 USFS funded a river ranger position for the 4
th
 consecutive year.  In 2012, the 

USFS Ranger worked the same schedule as the FWP rangers and performed all 
the Camp Baker administrative duties as well as the river patrol duties. 

 R-4 State Parks was awarded a Recreational Trails Project (RTP) Grant which is 
used to fund one of the two seasonal river ranger positions during the 2012 and 
2013 seasons. 

 Smith River T-Shirt designed and sold at Camp Baker and Eden Bridge.   
 Smith River State Park Biennial Rule updated and adopted by FWP Commission.       
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SECTION 3 - VISITOR USE STATISTICS  

Private Launch Applications  

 

GRAPH 3:  NUMBER OF APPLICANTS PER YEAR 

 
No-Shows 
A total of 54 permit holders were no-shows.  No-shows are restricted from applying in 2013.       
 
Cancellations 
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First-Time Floaters:  Private Permits 
Of the 567 private group permit holders that floated the Smith River in 2012, 139 (25%) were 
first-time floaters.      
 
Floater Logs  
Of the 610 private and outfitted groups that floated, 266 (44%) returned a floater log. 
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2012 FLOATER LOG COMMENT SUMMARY 
 
CAMPSITE QUESTIONS:  
  
Question: Overall, how satisfied were you with this boat camp?  

GRAPH 4: BOAT CAMP SATISFACTION 

 
Question: Did you feel crowded by other groups occupying adjacent or nearby boat  
                  camps? 
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FLOATING QUESTIONS  
  
Question: How many other boats did you observe while floating the river today (excluding 
your group)?  

GRAPH 6:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER HOUR 
 
 

GRAPH 7:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER MILE 
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Question: How did you feel about the number of other boats observed on the water while 
floating the river today?  

 
GRAPH 8:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY 

  

 

 
 GRAPH 9:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY –  
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    GRAPH 10:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY – OVERALL 

RESPONSE PER HOUR 
 

Written responses to questions 1, 2, 5 and 7 of the floater logs are contained verbatim in the 
2012 Floater Log Comments document.    
 
 
Question #3:  Did you feel crowded at the put-in?  Yes or No 

 
GRAPH 11:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT CAMP BAKER PUT-IN 
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Question #4:  Did you feel crowded at the take-out?  Yes or No 

 
GRAPH 12:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF FEELING CROWDED AT EDEN BRIDGE TAKE-OUT 

 
 
 
Question # 6:  Please rate your overall satisfaction with your Smith River trip. 

 
GRAPH 13:  FLOATER OVERALL SATISFACTION WITH SMITH RIVER TRIP 
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Boat Camp Overnight Use 
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Visitor Use Trends – Average Group Size 

 

GRAPH 14:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR – PRIVATE GROUPS 
 
 

GRAPH 15:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR – OUTFITTED GROUPS 
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GRAPH 16:  AVERAGE GROUP SIZE PER YEAR – ALL GROUPS COMBINED 

 
 
 
Visitor Use Trends – Number of Floaters Per Year 
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SECTION 4 – RESOURCE AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS  

River Flows  

 
The lowest measured stream flow for the 2012 season was 62 cfs (August 08), while the peak stream 
flow was 1,250 cfs (June 06).  High/Low flows represented as daily mean values.   
   

GRAPH 18:  HISTORICAL RIVER FLOW TRENDS 
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Indicator and Standard  
 
Beginning in 2010, FWP implemented the new social indicator of encounters with other boats while 
on the river.  This indicator has become the basis for assessing floater satisfaction with the overall 
level of solitude.  The corresponding standard, that defines the appropriate satisfaction level with 
solitude, has not yet been determined.     

GRAPH 9:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY – OVERALL 
PERCENT OF RESPONSE 

 
 

GRAPH 10:  FLOATER PERCEPTION OF NUMBER OF BOATS SEEN PER DAY – OVERALL 
RESPONSE PER HOUR 
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